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NAWIC’s Annual Block Kids Building Competition Goes Green
  

Atlanta, GA, December 2008 – The Atlanta Chapter of the National Association of Women in Construction (NAWIC) will hold its annual Block Kids Competition January 31, 2009 at the Atlanta Community Food Bank.  The participants will include young girls from Girl Scout and Brownie troops in and around Northwest Georgia.
 

NAWIC is very excited to have the opportunity to work with the Girl Scouts, and this year to add to that excitement a new element has been created in “going green” with the event.  The theme will be, Building a Greener Tomorrow, One Block at a Time.  The focus will be on using recyclable materials throughout the day.  Participant t-shirts will be organic and the supplies will be recycled at the end of the event.   “We feel that it is a wonderful opportunity to educate them on sustainability in the construction and design industry.  Each year, we have demonstrators that provide hands on education for the children – this year, each demo will be tied back to sustainability.  The signage will be printed on 97% recycled boards by ABC Imaging and one of the demonstrators from Heery International will focus on how the supplies used that day will be recycled into various construction materials.  The competition provides girls with the tools, opportunities and interest to achieve academic success in non traditional careers,” stated Stacey H. Chapman, CIT, the event Chairperson.  “Our goal is to build interest in the construction and design industry early in their lives and continue to foster that interest through other NAWIC educational programs which are geared towards children ranging from elementary school all the way to college.  There is no participation fee; however, each child is asked to bring a minimum of two cans of food as a donation to the Atlanta Community Food Bank.  The Atlanta Chapter of NAWIC will match the food drive by the children.
 

The Block-Kids Building Program is a national building competition that is sponsored on the local level by NAWIC chapters and other organizations. The award-winning program introduces children to the construction and design industry in an effort to create an awareness of and to promote an interest in future careers in one of the many facets of the industry. The program is open to all elementary school children in grades 1 through 6 and is free of charge to the children. The competition involves the construction of a structure using interlocking blocks and three of the following additional items: a small rock, string, foil, and construction paper. Each participant is interviewed by a variety of local industry professionals as to what they built, who will benefit from its use and what they want to be when they grow up.  These “judges” review notes and the “projects” to determine the winner.  Local winners advance to the Regional competition, and one semi-finalist from each region is entered in the National Program competition. National prizes are awarded to the top three projects.
 

For more information on the program or to become a sponsor, please contact Stacey H. Chapman, CIT at schapman@heery.com.
 
More about the National Association of Women in Construction (NAWIC)
 NAWIC's core purpose is to enhance the success, promote and support the advancement and employment of women in the construction and design industry.  More information on NAWIC can be found at www.nawic.org.   
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