ey challenge facing constrisction to “
s lettiiig young people know that

" Industry-wide, many groups are work-

- constiuction and to let them know .
. about the excitement and opportunities
that the field has to offer. e
Different initiatives target young peo-
ple at different ages, but when it comes
to pure fun and excitement, one of the
most energetic programs has got to be the
National Association of Women in Con-
struction’s annual Block Kids program.
The Block Kids building program is
a national building competition that in-
troduces children to the construction in-
dustry in an effort to create an awareness
of and to promote an interest in future
careers in one of the many faces of the
industry. Participants are given a specific
selection of building materials, including
a number of plastic building blocks (thus
the namie), and challenged to use the ma-
terjals to construct some sort of project.
Judges evaluate the process, and winners
are named at the end of the day.

iable career choice for tomorrow, .

" ing to get young people excited about - -

Children from Valley Elementary School in Pelham, AL, participated in the recent Block Kids

Cormpetition hosted by the Greater Birmingham Chapter of the National Association of Women

in Construction.

Block Kids competitions are held
across the country, with local winners
going on to compete regionally and
then nationally. What follows is a look
at two recent Block Kids competitions
and at some of the work that two south-
eastern NAWIC chapters are doing to
spread the word on construction.

Greater Birmingham NAWIC
Chapter Takes Constiruction to
Elementary Students
NAWIC's  Greater
Chapter recently held its annual Block
Kids Building Program at Valley

Members of the Greater Birminghari Chapter of RNAWIC volunteered to present this year’s Block
Kids Competition included (standing, from left) Brenda Simmons, Brasfield & Gorrie; Deborah

" Williams, M.). Harris, Inc.; Rhonda Grounds, M.J. Harris, Inc.; Alecia Melvin, M.J. Harris, Inc.;
Ginger Thompson; Gary C. Wyatt GC, LLC; and (kneeling, from left) Michele Dunn, Alabama
Graphics; Jenny Wilson, Associated Builders & Contractors; Stephanie Crane, M.). Harris, Inc;

and NAWIC member Michele Alexander.
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Birmingham -

Elementary School in Pelham, AL. Ap-
proximately 30 second-grade students
participated in this year’s event.

Each participant was provided with
101 Lego blocks, one rock, one piece
of foil, and a length of string. Each
child was permitted to build the project
of his or her choice, but all projects had
to be construction related. The children
were given a time limit within which to
complete their projects; once the proj-
ects were completed, volunteer judges
evaluated the finished projects and
named the winners. "

Alex Goatley was this year’s Greater
Birmingham chapter winner and re-
ceived a check for $75. His project will

- also go on to compete regionally. .

NAWIC Atlanta Block Kids

_ Go Green

Can you say “Going Green?” In the
past few years, green building, going
green, sustainability, LEED, and many

~other related terms- have “been - buzz -
“words in’ the construction and design

industries. This year, approximately 35

. Atlantd-area. elementary-age _students

went green thanks to the NAWIC At-
lanta' Block Kids Building Competi-
tion, chaired by Stacey Chapman of
Heery International and Valencia Mc-
Daniel of IBG Building Group. -

" The.Atlanta event was held at the

Atlanta Community Food Bank. The

. acppubs.com: .




RaiNell B'e'nt!'e:y took home first-
place honors in'the NAWIC: -
Atlanta Black Kids competlt:on

eriie was' “Bulldmg an

'pants included “girls: from_'-_
Girl Scout and Brownie
'troops in and arounclN th

with a presentatlén on
and “sustamable des1gn

' .idea of sustamab111ty. For.

: ces Hamﬂton of Heery: iriternatlonal presented a demonstra—
“tion on recychng and on what happens to various items after

' they have been recycled, focusing spec:ﬁca!ly on_the food

plates, cups -and other 1tems that were used the day. c_of th '
event. At another statlon Katle Blankenstein of JB+af

soil, sand and stone.” : : : :

This year’ s event also mcluded 2 photo—takmg station com-
plete with a life-size rendition of the Block Kids logo w1th
_cutout for partnc:pants to stlck theu' head through
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